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                A Month of Visit ing Pastors 

 
 

November  4th –  Dave Martin  
     November 11th – Robert Lester  
     November 18th – Robert Lester  

November 25th – Barbara Wright 
 
 
 

Please jo in us for worship to hear inspirational messages from 
our guests!  

 
 

 

 

 

 
Interim Pastor 

 
Wayne Gustafson will 
 
be joining us starting 
 
on December 2, 2007. 
 
Please plan on 
 
worshipping with us to 
 
welcome him! 



The Park Church Family 

 
JOYS & CONCERNS 

 
 Our condolences to Betty Loomis and family on the 

death of Fred Loomis who passed away on October 
11, 2007. 

 
 Our condolences to Eleanor Steele on the death of 

her brother, Dr. Edward Steele who passed away on 
October 23, 2007. 

 
 Our condolences to Martha King on the death of her 

mother, Eugenia Horan who passed away on 
September 28, 2007. 

 
Our prayers are with those dealing with or recovering 
from illness or surgery: Joy Ambrose, Vieva Iszard, 
Iris Prochnow, Jan Fusare, Matt Borelli, Jack Moore, 
Bill Schweizer 
 
 
 

CROSS CURRENTS 
DEADLINE 
 

The next deadline for  Cross 
Cur rents will be November  20th 
by Noon.  Email is preferred, but 
I’ll take any format!  A note - if you 
are submitting a large piece, please 
give a call several days ahead of 
time to make sure there is room. 

Copy may be given by mail, hand delivery, offering 
plate, or e-mail.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

November BIRTHDAYS 
 

 
 2 Phyllis Iszard 
 5 Linda Couchon 
 14 Adam Roessler 
 16 Bud Gridley 
 22 Susan Daubner 
 24 Lois Gridley  
 29 Betty Wood 
 30 Gertrude Matteson 
  
  
   
    

                Birthdays listed are for members and friends. 
       Please contact the church office with corrections. 

 

The Park Church Mission 
Statement 

 
Our purpose is to build and nurture our 

faith by worshiping together, by actively 
welcoming all, by growing in Christian 

understanding and acceptance of the 
diversity of God's creation, and by a 

mutually sustaining community of caring 
people. 

 
We will live our faith by sharing our gifts 
and talents, by identifying and ministering 
to human needs, and by working for peace 

with justice in our community, in our 
nation, and in the world. 

    -  Pentecost, 1993 
 

 

Open & Affirming 
Statement 

 
As an “OPEN & AFFIRMING” 
congregation we, the members 
of The Park Church, embrace 
people of every ethnic origin, 
race, class, age, ability, gender 

and sexual orientation.  We 
welcome into Christian worship, 

membership, leadership, 
friendship, and employment all 
who covenant with us to seek 

God’s truth and to follow 
Christ’s example. 

•  

Reception Celebrating                        
    Mary A nn Sheets 

 
On Sunday, November 18, 2007 
following services, we are having  
a Farewell Reception for Mary Ann 
Sheets.  Mary Ann recently left for 
a position at BOCES.  She served 
very ably and cheerfully as our  
administrative assistant for 
eleven years. 
 
To show our appreciation, we 
would like to present Mary Ann 
with a monetary gift.  Please send 
your contribution to the church or 
place in the offering plate.  Checks 
should be made payable to The 
Park Church and note in the memo 
ÒFor Mary AnnÓ.   
 
Thank you for your support and we 
hope to see you all on the 18th. 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SITTING AS FAMILY 
 

Throughout the summer, many attendees commented on how 
much they enjoyed the sense of connectedness with one another 
created by the closer seating in Beecher Hall.  There was a 
feeling of intimacy and companionship as we shared worship 
side by side.  Everyone noted that they felt much more like 
family in this setting than scattered far apart in the sanctuary.   
 
Noting this change of spirit and increased sense of togetherness, 
the Ministry of Christian Celebrations approved a “seating” 
experiment for the fall.  Beginning in September we closed off 
part of the pews in the sanctuary, requesting that people move 
into a more limited space to create a greater sense of connection 
with one another.   
 
The ministry asks the congregation to do this through November 
at which time they will evaluate how the experiment went.  
After the evaluation Celebrations will decide whether to 
continue or not.  Please share your feelings and experience of 
this with a member of the ministry. 

 
 

Antique Auction 
 

An antique auction will be held February 8, 2008.  
We will auction off the items from the church attic 
along with other items that have been donated.  We 

plan to have a wonderful evening with food, libation, 
and music while auctioning these wonderful pieces.    

 
We ask that you consider donating an item to this 

event if possible.  We are looking for small furniture, 
silver, glass, china, and artwork.   

 
Funds from this event will be used to alleviate some 

of the costs of the pending capital improvements.  
Watch for more information in upcoming 

newsletters.   

CHANGE IN 
OFFICE HOURS 

 
The Park Church office hours changed.  We 

are open Tuesday through Friday from 
9:00-2:00 p.m. 

 
Please note all Cross Currents and bulletin 
submissions must be made by Tuesday of 

the week due. 
 

Capital Campaign Update 
 
 

Plans for finalizing the Capital Campaign 
Committee are nearing completion. 

 
We're very grateful to Bill Schweizer  for assuming 
the role of Honorary Chairperson of this campaign. 

 

Fund Raisers @ Park: 
 

We are ONCE AGAIN collecting 
empty ink cartridges as well as used cell 
phones, laptops, and PDAs for 
recycling.   
 
We are also accepting your NYS 
deposit bottles and cans.  You can bring 
these items to the church during 
business hours or on Sundays in the 
downstairs lobby. 
 
Your participation in these fundraising 
efforts is appreciated! 



 

Hear Ye!  Hear Ye! 
 

Yule-tide Greens at Park Church to deck the hal ls and the 
sanctuary with Christmas boughs of  greens and hol ly. 

 
When: Friday, December 7th 

 
We dine f i rst at 6:00 p.m. then decorate the church. 

 
Chi l i , salad, bread and beverages wi l l  be provi ded. 

 
Please bring a dessert to share. 

 
Call Mary Hungerford at 737-6182 or the Church office and let us know you're coming! 

Community Kitchen Update 
 

During July and August, Park Church provided a cook out for the guests at the 
Community Kitchen. This was well received and a special treat for those attending. 
Thanks to John Lesky who planned the food and manned the barbeque grill. 
  
We continue to serve dinner on the 2nd Monday of each month. Volunteers who have 
helped with preparation this past year include Lynda Brand, Barbara Butler, Carol 
Eberhard, Jen Hillman, Irene Langdon, Carol Ann Mitchell and Janet Webb. Ron and 
Nancy Hooper are team leaders for serving and helping them have been Sherri Drake, 
Steve Jacobsen, Justin Jones and Mary Welles Smith. If anyone would like to be a Park 
Church volunteer at the Community Kitchen, please call Janice Butts, coordinator ( 562-
8011 ). It is fun!! 
  
Thanksgiving and Christmas  dinners will be served. This is the 26th year the Community 
Kitchen has welcomed neighbors-in-need to these special meals. Park Church provides 
cider at Thanksgiving and eggnog at Christmas. Team leaders for meal preparation and a 
dining room host are being sought for both days. Call Kathy Dubel  (734-9784 X135 ) for 
more information. 
  
For your information, the Ministry of Public Mission allocates us funds to purchase the 
food we prepare. They also make a contribution directly to the Kitchen for operating costs. 
The Youth Groups donate the money they collect at the Souper Bowl to the Kitchen. All 
are greatly appreciated. 

 
 



Second Place East, Inc. 
 
Second Pl ace East, Inc. has begun a new proj ect.  Starter k i ts are bei ng assembled to be given to 
i ndividuals and fami l i es who are moving into a new apartment.  Thi s gives them the opportuni ty to 
begin l iving i ndependently.  The k i ts consist of ; 
 
18 gal lon pl asti c storage bin wi th the fol lowing i tems; 
 
Bath towel  and wash cl oth 
Bar of  soap 
 
Twin set of  bed l i nens 
 
Sponge 
D ish cloth and towel  
K i tchen hand towel  
 
Laundry detergent 
D ish washi ng detergent 
3 di f ferent si zes of  pl asti c storage contai ners wi th covers 
Can opener 
Peel er 
Pari ng kni fe 
Saucepan wi th cover 
Fry pan wi th cover 
Potholder 
Pl asti c utensi l  set 
Flatware pl ace sett i ng 
Pl asti c dr i nk ing gl ass 
M easuri ng spoons 
M easuri ng cups 
Storage j ar 
 
A ny donations of  thi s type would be greatly appreci ated.  I f  there's any organi zation or i ndi vidual  who 
would be i nterested in spearheadi ng thi s for the church, pl ease contact John Lesk ey at (607) 742-8976. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
      M EM ORIALS 

 We have received 
Memorial gifts in 

memory of: 
 

Fred Loomis from: Peggy 
& Charlie Streeter, Hatsy 
Heller, Suzy Smith, Janet  

• Co-Chair  needed for  Spr ing/Fall Rummage Sale 
 

Church Fellowship is in need of a person or persons to co-
chair the Spring 2008 & Fall 2008 Rummage Sale with Pete 
Marks.  Please give Pete a call at 767-0497 to let him know 

you are willing to help with these sales.  The Rummage Sales 
have been a consistent event in raising monies for Park 

Church and they also assist other organizations with their 
needs.  These sales cannot be run by one person.  If they are 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

DON'T FORGET – find 
updated calendar info including 
meetings and arena events on 

the web at 
WWW.THEPARKCHURCH.

ORG 
 

CHANCEL 
FLOWERS 

 
Chancel Flowers for October 

were given in loving memory of: 
 
October 7 – World Communion 
Sunday 
 
October 14 –  Their Parents, 
Charlotte Aber and Bob Groff by 
Rob and Pam Groff 
 
October 21 – Mr. & Mrs. John 
Raymond Shoemaker, Mr. & 
Mrs. Garth Shoemaker, Sr., Rev. 
& Mrs. Albert G. Cornwell and 
Dr. Robert Cornwell by  the 
family. 
 
October 28  –  Their parents by 
Ron and Nancy Hooper 
 
 
Unless otherwise requested, the 
flowers from the arrangements 

are delivered by volunteers from 
Care of the Parish to area shut-

ins after worship. 
 
 
 

CROSS CURRENTS COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
 

What better way for members of our church to be involved in the life of 
Park Church by volunteering to help print, fold, collate our monthly Cross 
Currents newsletter so it will be received by members and friends of this 
congregation on a timely, monthly basis.  We encourage anyone who has 
a few hours a month to come in and help.  A phone call would be 
appreciated by calling the office at 733-9104, Tuesdays through Fridays, 
between the hours of 9:00 a.m and 2:00 p.m.  If you could assist 
beginning with the December issue of Cross Currents, please call as soon 
as you can.  Deadline to go to press for the newsletter each month will be 
the LAST TUESDAY of each month. 

 
 



 

 
Thanksgiving Worship 

Sunday, November 18, 2007 
 

Special service for you and your family of 
readings and music during worship on 

Sunday, November 18th. 
 

Bring your family to church while they're 
home for Thanksgiving. 

 

DON'T FORGET TO SIGN UP FOR PARKING!!! 
THE SIGN UP SHEETS ARE IN THE HALLWAY BETWEEN THE 

SANCTUARY AND BEECHER HALL 

PLEDGE CAMPAIGN READY TO GO! 
T   
     The congregation approved a budget for 2008 calling for pledges of m   support in the 
amount of $185,900.00.  This is the same as the     
 A   amount pledged for the 2007 budget.             
 
Y  You will be hearing more details about the pledge campaign over the n   next few weeks. 
      
     This is an important period of transition for The Park Church.  It is a t    time when we need to 
reflect on the importance of this church in our 
     Lives now and in the future.  It is a time when we need to  
     Demonstrate, through our pledges of financial support, how we  
   

"KEEP THE FAITH" 
 



The Park  Church 
208 West Gray Street 
Elmira NY  14901 
 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
         A message from the United Church of Christ 

 
 
 
 

 
 

A message from the United Church of Christ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Glad to see this edition of Cross Currents?  Great!  
Throwing it out with the trash?  Please let me know and I'l l  be happy to remove your name from our mailing l ist! 

                                                                                                        
COM ING ATTRACTIONS 

 
!  November 1 –   Rummage Sale 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
!  November 2 -    Rummage Sale 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
!  November 3 –   Hunger Challenge at the Food Bank  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
!  November 9 –   Chemung County all high school Choir Festival – 4:00 p.m. 
!  November 11 – Chili and Jam – 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
!  November 18 – Thanksgiving Worship 

              Children's Choir  
     Reception for Mary Ann Sheets – following worship 
    

 

Office Hours Tuesday-Friday 9:00-2:00 – Closed Mondays 
OFFICE CLOSED Ð November 22nd and 23rd 

   
 

 

Non-Profit Organization 
US Postage Paid 
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Permit No. 380 

 
•  

 
Our faith is 2000 

years old … 
 

Our thinking is not..   
 
Visit www.ucc.org 
 

 
 
 

The Park Church, 208 West Gray Street, Elmira NY  14901 
733-9104 (phone) "  733-5077 (fax) "  e-mail office@theparkchurch.org  

Website www.theparkchurch.org 
 

Worshi p wi th us each Sunday morni ng beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
Chi l dren &  Youth groups meet duri ng services, chi l d and nursery care avai l able 

 
 


