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The Pastor's View ~

It is time for the Stewardship Campaign: that time when people make their commitments to the func-
tioning of the church in the coming budget year. Before you make your decisions about how to support
the church this year, | would like to clarify a few things. | hope you find these clarifications useful.

The Church is not a Business! Sometimes it looks like a business with its budgets, employees, sala-
ries, bylaws, building expenses, fund-raising events, and, of course, the bottom line. I would not sug-
gest to you for a moment that these issues are not important. Certainly they are. The bills still have to
be paid. It’s just that our motivation to give of ourselves in a church is based in something else. While
a church does make use of the investments of “time, talent, and treasure” by its participants in order to
function, these investments represent the means of ministry, not the end.

The central questions facing you at the time of a church’s Stewardship Campaign are actually the most
important questions all the time:

What is the purpose of the church?

and

How does your participation and support enable the church to fulfill that purpose?

You will find that | ask those questions a lot. They invite two kinds of answers: The general answer
has to do with the purpose of the “Church of Jesus Christ” throughout the world; and the specific an-
swer has to do with how we as a local church and how we as individuals carry out our unique missions,
knowing that they connect with the larger mission.

The following is my response to some of the standard misconceptions about giving in the church:

The motivation for giving is not about the minister.
It is about the mission of the church (of which the minister is only a part).

The church is not a separate entity that is trying to get more of your money.
You are the church. Your giving enables your participation in the mission. Furthermore, your
giving enables the wider church to carry out ministries that you would not be able to handle as
an individual.

Nobody will try to make you feel guilty in order to motivate you to give more.
We affirm instead that God is an infinite fountain of love who blesses us unconditionally
through divine generosity. When we receive that freely-given love and take it deeply into our
being, we are then reminded of our own capacity for generosity. As the saying goes, “We give
not because we must, but because it is our nature to give and because we may”. And we affirm
that we have been created as fundamentally generous people in the image of an infinitely gener-
ous God.

We don’t give to the church because it is a “worthy cause”.
We exercise our stewardship in the church remembering that God did not base the “Christ-Gift”
to the world on the worthiness of the world. God had faith in the healing power of the Gift. |
invite us to have faith in our gifts, too.
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We don’t give to the church so that the church will be good to us.
It is true that we all need the pastoral care of the church at times. And it is true that we benefit
personally by belonging to a community of faith. But personal benefits are not primarily what we
are paying for with our gifts. We are uniting our resources for the sake of the Realm of God and
the spreading of the Good News of Jesus Christ.
And finally,
Making a pledge at the beginning of the year does not mean that the church is operating without
faith.
A budget is simply a planning document that is only as good as the information made available to
it. The more accurate the estimate of income, the better the expenses, (including program and
missions,) can be met.

The purpose of the visits by stewardship teams is not to solicit pledges. It is an opportunity for people to
get to know one another better, for you to give feedback, if desired, and for the pledge materials to be
delivered. You can make your decisions in your own time and without someone standing over your
shoulder. We only hope that we can complete the process by November 30.

If you have not pledged before, I invite you to consider it this year. It is my prayer that making a pledge
will be seen a privilege, not a burden.

Wayne
Addendum
Here are a few details and perspectives on our present stewardship situation, if you are interested:

At present there are about 100 families and individuals who pledged to the church in 2008 at an average
rate of about $1760 per year (less than $35 per week).

Increasing the average pledge by $2 per week would add about $10000 (about the cost of one large cup
of coffee per week).

Adding 3 pledging individuals or families (average $1760/year) adds $5280

This combination of a $2/week increase and 3 more pledge “units” would fund a balanced budget for
2009.

I know that these are difficult economic times. The figures | have given are not meant to make put the
pressure on anyone (see misconceptions above). They are simply an attempt to give you relevant infor-
mation that you can use to inform your decision about your pledge this year.






