
 

 

 

The Pastor’s View ~  

The Park Church        Cross Currents 

Greetings, 
 
It’s been a very busy year and it shows no sign of letting up, at least until the end of June.  There’s 
quite a lot going on right now, for example:  the congregation is about to vote on a new governance 
structure and bylaws; the Pastoral Search Committee is about to begin its work; and the Nominating 
Committee is hard at work trying to secure candidates for the various elected positions.  But I’m not 
going to write about any of those in this installment.  Instead, I want to stimulate your thinking and 
raise some questions on behalf of the Pastoral Relations Committee. 
 
One Sunday last November, right after church, the PRC led a couple of small feedback groups address-
ing your experience of worship.  The information was useful, and many of the ideas have already found 
their way into the way we do things. 
 
On May 17, once again right after church, the PRC will be hosting feedback groups again.  This time 
the question has to do with the many ways you might be, or might like to be, connected to this congre-
gation.  The groups will follow the format from the book, “Completing the Circle,” which many of you 
have read.  What makes this type of feedback different from other evaluation models is its focus on ex-
perience rather than opinion.  For example, the groups are not used primarily to take a poll of what peo-
ple like or don’t like and they are not looking for whether people think a particular activity is good or 
bad.  Useful feedback is more about your personal experience.  So, here are some of the questions you 
might think about in preparation for the groups on May 17. 
 
What are the various ways that you relate to The Park Church?  The ways might include:  things 
that you attend or facilitate here at the church, activities that you engage in at other places in the name 
of The Park Church, or they might include ways that you connect through newsletters or the church 
website. 
 
To what degree are those connections fulfilling or frustrating to you?  Once again, this is not sim-
ply asking for yes/no or good/bad kinds of answers.  Rather, what is your experience? 
 

What are some of the barriers to your participation, particularly around ways that you would 
like to be connected to the church? 
 
Are there ways that you would like to be connected to the church that are not presently avail-
able?  Do you think you would participate if they were available? 
 
And finally, is there anything, available or not, that you believe you need to get from your connec-
tion to the church? 
 
Any other relevant comments. 
 
Along with the Pastoral Relations Committee, I look forward to seeing you on May 17.  If you can’t 
make it that day, I still encourage you to think about these questions.  Feel free to send any feedback 
directly to me.  Remember, we’re in this together. 
 
Wayne Gustafson 
Interim Minister 
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Read and comment on Rev. Wayne Gustafson’s 
blog on The Park Church website at 
www.theparkchurch.org This blog will provide a 
place where ideas can be expressed and where 
respectful dialogue can occur. You are invited to 
comment on anything written and you are in-
vited to post any questions that you would like 
us to explore. Recent titles include: 

◊ Was Jesus a Socialist 
◊ Reigious Experience as Nostalgia 
◊ The Priest and the Prohet 
◊ Is Holy Week and April Fools Day Joke? 

Pt. 1 
◊ Is Holy Week and April Fools Day Joke? 

Pt. 2 
◊ A Year of Blogs 

Please log on today and check it out.  If  you do 
not have access to the internet and would like 
hard copies of  Wayne’s blog please contact the 
office. 

Healthy Christianity Blog  
 
 
 

May 3rd —In loving memory of mother/
grandmother Eleanor Flynn, son/brother John 
Brent Moore and husband John Brand by Lynda 
Brand, Mara & Molly Frankel. 

May 10th—In loving memory of our parents, 
Shirley & Wally Davies and Ann & Michael Bello-
husen by the Bellohusen family. 

May 17h—In loving memory of Harold & Char-
lotte Hoffman by the McLaughlin family. 

May 24th—In loving memory of our parents, Lois 
& George Preucil and Marion & Bill Jones by Bar-
bara and Al Preucil. 

May 31st– In loving memory of Leslie D. & 
Gladys Gridley Clute and John Lyon by Mary 
Clute Lyon  and Martha Clute 

Chancel Flowers for May 

Birthdays 
 May 

 2 Cara Murdock 

 3 Paul Schweizer 

 6 Martha Buck 

 7  Michele Lovell-Wolcott 

 12 Challiss Wolcott 

 15  Alan Preucil 

 16 Lee Gaylord 

 17 David Boor 

 21 Connie Morse 

 23 Midge Scott 

 27 Clayton Kaminska 

  Carol Ann Mitchell 

The Park Church 

Open & Affirming 

 
As an “Open & Affirming” congregation we, the 
members of The Park Church, embrace people 
of every ethnic, origin, race, class, age, ability, 

gender and sexual orientation. We welcome into 
Christian worship, membership, leadership, 

friendship, and employment all who covenant 
with us to seek God’s truth and to follow 

Christ’s example. 




