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The Pastor’s View ~  
 
So far it appears that the “Desserts with the Pastor” have been a great success for 
me and for the approximately 100 individuals who have attended so far.  The rich 

and candid conversations have enriched my understanding of this congregation and have helped 
many people to get to know one another better.  Assisted by the Desserts, countless individual 
conversations, the many meetings I have attended, and the documents I have been able to read 
about the life of the congregation, I have begun to create a plan for the work still ahead of us. 
 
I see three overlapping tasks for the time I will be with you.  The first is getting to know you, 
coming to understand the areas of conflict and wounding in the congregation’s recent past, and 
collaborating with you in the design and implementation of an appropriate approach for healing.  
The second task involves addressing the question, “What is the identity, vision, and purpose of the 
Park Church congregation?”  The third task is the creation of a Pastoral Search Committee to 
engage in the formal search process for a called pastor, based on the collective answer to the 
“Identity, Vision, and Purpose” question. 
 
I anticipate that a time of visioning and the creation of the Pastoral Search Committee will take 
place sometime in the Fall of this year.  You might begin now to consider if you would like to be a 
member of the Pastoral Search Committee. 
 
Alongside those tasks, my role during this interim time is also to be your “Pastor and Teacher.”  It 
is in that context that I am thinking about some of the specific areas of ministry in the present life 
of the congregation:  Lay Leadership, Christian Education, Mission, and Worship (for starters).  
Please do not take any of my questions as criticism or judgment. 
 
Lay Leadership – I am heartened by the success that the Nominating Committee has been 
enjoying in filling the slate of nominees for the upcoming all-church meeting on May 4.  The 
present ministries and committees have worked diligently and purposefully, but I am delighted with 
the additional number of people who have shown a willingness to serve. 
 
Christian Education – The number of people who came to the 8-week Lord’s Prayer class and 
their level of participation indicates to me a persistent hunger for adult education.  The response to 
the film series being put on by “Casting Your Nets,” indicates that the Park Church has a vital 
educational ministry to the wider community.  I still have some questions about how parents think 
about the educational needs of their children of all ages and what it would take for there to be a 
more consistent attendance.  Again, this is not a criticism, rather an appeal for information.  
Obviously I believe that churches are uniquely suited to this educational task, but given the many 
changes in society and family life, we still need to learn how best to do it.  All feedback is most 
welcome. 

 
Rev. Wayne E. Gustafson, D.Min. 
Interim Minister  

 




