
 

 

 

The Pastor’s View ~  

The Park Church        Cross Currents 

 
I want to begin this installment by thanking all of you for your prayers and support during my absence 
to attend my mothers last days.  Going through this has left me holding two apparently opposite reali-
ties:  my mother’s death leaves a great hole in my life, and there is so much to celebrate about her and 
about the opportunity that our family had to be together during this sacred time.  Those opposites don’t 
cancel each other out, but together they contribute depth and meaning to the experience. 
 
Now that I am back to work, lots of energy and focus is going into plans for the Lenten Season.  I’ve 
been thinking a lot about the deeper meanings of Lent.  Some of that focus comes from my prepara-
tions for two extra sermons this year, one at the ecumenical Ash Wednesday Service on February 25, 
and one as part of Trinity Episcopal Church’s Lenten Preaching Series.  I will be preaching at Noon on 
Wednesday March 25.  In addition, I have been preparing for the Lenten Adult Class that looks at the 
background and meaning of Holy Week. 
 
In my upbringing, Lent was mostly a time for private, personal reflection.  It was a time for discipline, 
sacrifice, preparation, and somber feeling.  More recently, I have been coming to learn how the Lenten 
Season connects with the larger mission and ministry of the church.  I have been learning that personal 
piety has little value if it is not grounded in social justice.  I have been learning that Jesus’ disciples 
consistently misunderstood the purpose of his ministry, and that it was only after his crucifixion that 
the true meaning became real to them. 
 
And what is that true meaning? – That the Realm of God is not the same as politics as usual.  The 
Realm of God operates according to a completely different value system than the Roman Empire or 
Western Capitalistic Democracy, for that matter.  The Realm of God is not about winning or being bet-
ter than others.  That belief represents one of the ways that the disciples missed the point of the Gospel.  
The Realm of God does not require us to become better people so we can survive in the nasty world.  
The Realm of God comes into being only to the degree that the way human beings operate in the world 
changes. 
 
So Lent is not about becoming better people.  Lent is about being transformed as individuals and as a 
congregation so we can bring the Good News of the Realm of God to all corners of the world.  The 
Gospel of Jesus was never really about how we believe in God.  The Gospel of Jesus was about how to 
live in a loving community. 
 
Everything we do – worship, learn, serve, give, restructure our congregation’s bylaws and governance, 
and play together all works towards our transformation and the transformation of the world.  That’s 
why Jesus came to us.  And it is that lasting transformative message that we celebrate on Easter Sun-
day. 
 
May the Gospel of Jesus be a blessing to the world this Lenten and Easter Season. 
 
Pastor Wayne 
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If you would like to order flowers for Easter worship in memory or honor of a loved one, or as a 
gift, please fill out the form below and send it to the church office, or place it in the offering plate 
on Sunday.  Flowers are $8.50 each and may be taken after the Easter worship or left for delivery 

to shut-ins. 
 

Deadline for orders to be received:  March 13th 
 

 
Flower given by _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
In memory/honor of ______________________________________________________ 
   (please circle one)       
                                      ______________________________________________________  
 
 
Number of:   Lilies  _______    Mums   _______    Hyacinths _______    Tulips  ________ 

(No color choices available) 
 
 
Check enclosed:  $________________  ($8.50 each) 
 
 

I will take plant   _______  I will leave plant ______ 

 
DID YOU KNOW ???  Proceeds from the sale go directly to Chemung Rotary and are used toward many youth oriented programs 
here in Chemung County.  With your purchase, the Rotary supports the Camp Star project at Watson Homestead that allows dis-
abled children to attend camp for a week.   

 

W  Honors & Memories Gifts  W 
 

As an alternative to giving flowers, please consider a financial gift in honor or memory of your loved ones.  Gifts made in this 
way provide a tribute to your family and friends while assisting the programs, mission, and ministries of The Park Church. 

 
Gift given by _______________________________________________________ 

 
In honor/memory of ______________________________________________________ 
   (please circle one)       
                                      ______________________________________________________  

 
 

Flowers and gifts will be listed in the insert of the Easter Sunday bulletin. 
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