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The Pastor's View ~

So many things compete for the time and resources of individuals and families in our culture. We end
up having to make difficult choices all the time. So, should we be looking at short or long term conse-
quences? Do we look at the way we want the world to be or merely at how it is? Do we decide to eat
more expensive organic food to stay healthier, or decide instead to protect our assets? As a church, do
we invest large sums of money for the preservation of a building for the future? And if so, why? What
activities serve our children the best? Do we even have a way to decide if hockey, church, scouts, mu-
sic or dance lessons, television or reading is the best investment in their well being and their future?

| also wonder about the quality of the “ethical education” of our children. What will be the values
upon which they will ultimately make decisions about their own families, business, and country? How
will they establish their political foundations?

So many of our individual and corporate decisions are based in short term considerations, like the ways
that stock prices are affected by the quarterly dividend report or the ways we look to worship or Sun-
day School attendance as the primary measure of the effectiveness of the ministry of the church. Deci-
sions made in the present are not only important for their short term implications, but they affect the
quality of the community and world that our children and grandchildren will inherit.

Now, I’m not arrogant enough to say that people should be participating in the church more and engag-
ing in their other activities less (even if secretly | believe that to be true). | am more interested in rais-
ing the question. | want people to be more prepared to deal with the very difficult choices that face
them every day. | want people to have enough understanding, so when they have to make what might
be unpopular decisions, they truly can live with what they choose.

| want the church to be a place where such understanding is valued and is readily available. | want all
people, young and old, to have a healthy and ethical foundation for their decisions. To give one power-
ful example, while I like competitive athletics a lot, I don’t want people to have to give up on their ethi-
cal education because their sports leagues take up all the available time and resources.

We are living in difficult and dangerous times. There is considerable evidence that our highly con-
sumer-based culture is not sustainable and is in danger of a collapse that will bring even more suffering
and pain than many people are already experiencing. Jesus made it plain that the culture of his time
was not sustainable, either. He predicted that something as solid even as the temple in Jerusalem
would collapse (and by 70 AD it had been totally destroyed by Rome). All empires collapse eventu-
ally. Jesus then offered a different model. He called it the Realm of God. It is not based in the accu-
mulation of wealth and power. It is not based in considerations like “the American dream” (that same
dream that is turning into an economic nightmare for so many). It is based in actively caring about
people and not determining success by the necessary failure of others.

| wonder, as one who attempts to follow Jesus, how people can learn about the practical implications of
the Realm of God and how they can use that perspective to help them make their difficult choices.

| am alarmed that the opportunities for ethical education and support are being systematically crowded
out of our lives. | want to fight that tendency. Will you help?

Wayne
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Holy Wgek Schedule

Palm Sunday — April 5th
Be at church where the events of Palm Sunday are dramatized

Maundy Thursday — April 9th

When Jesus gathered with his disciples for the Last Supper, they were cele-
brating the Passover. On Maundy Thursday, April 9th at 7:00 PM at the First
United Church of Christ we will join with that congregation to celebrate with
prayers, readings, music and Holy Communion.

Good Friday — April 10th
Come together at Park Church for another shared service in our sanctuary
on Good Friday, 7:00 pm. We will walk with Jesus to the cross by means of the
Tenebrae scripture readings.

Easter Sunday — April 12th
Rejoice in awe and wonder as we explore the power and meaning of Jesus’
resurrection through inspiring music and Rev. Gustafson’s sermon, “Surprise!
Surprise!”

Literacy and the Ministry of Public Mission
Easter 2009 Offering Information

Iliteracy is at the core of poverty and the associated problems of hunger and shelter that exist in our country
and in our community.

In the United States:

More than 75% of people on welfare are illiterate.

50% of unemployed youth aged 16-21 are illiterate.

More than 20% of adults read at or below the fifth grade level — far below the level needed to earn a
living wage.

In Chemung County:
39% of kindergarteners do not meet New York State early literacy screening standards.
46% of 8" graders do not achieve state proficiency reading standards.
The graduation rate is 70% for all students.
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