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The Pastor’s View

For many churchgoers, Easter Sunday represents the end of the Christian story.
(It begins at Christmas, ends at Easter, and the rest of the year is optional.)

v Once we celebrate Christ’s Resurrection, there is a temptation to think that we
have received all we need. For Jesus’ disciples and the others who followed him, the few
weeks after the tomb was found to be empty felt like a whirlwind. He was gone, but somehow
he wasn’t. At the time of his “ascension into heaven”, they thought he was really gone, but
somehow he still wasn’t gone. His living spirit continued to be a healing presence in their
individual lives and in their community. That same spirit continues to be active today.

For them and for us, the seven Sundays of the Easter Season, culminating in Pentecost Sunday
Is a time of metamorphosis. We go from being a group of hopeful, but wounded, individuals to
becoming a purposeful community of faith. Because the Easter Season is so important in
empowering the church to be a clear witness to a troubled world, my sermons will address some
of the big issues that face us. Essentially, we will explore the basic resources that we need to be
a relevant church: Vision, Abundance, Integrity, Truth, and Courage. All of these come
together in the climactic Transformation of the fledgling early church at Pentecost. The newly
formed Christian church changed the world and we have a responsibility to continue the
mission today.

The Park Church has been through some rough years. Perhaps it has been like a painful and
disheartening metaphorical crucifixion. (Jesus’ crucifixion just took a few hours.) For many of
you, expectations have not been met; others have experienced betrayal; and some have gotten
lost along the way. It is wonderful news that healing has begun and signs of new life abound.
Still, there is much work to be done and the process of transformation is in its preliminary
stages.

For these reasons we can relate to the story of the early church, and we can benefit from some
of its lessons and growing pains. So, | invite your continued participate over these next few
weeks. You will have opportunity to walk with the disciples and apostles from Jesus’ time, and
you will discover that they also are walking with you today. The desired result is to become a
healthy community of faith that has vision and purpose. Park church is in the process of finding
its place in a ministry that transcends time and place.

See you in church,

Rev. Wayne E. Gustafson, D.Min.
Interim Minister






