
 

 

 

The Pastor’s View ~  

The Park Church        Cross Currents 

Well, can you believe it!  December 1 is the beginning of my second year as your Interim Minister.  I 
think we can feel good about the work we have done together in the last year and I want to thank you 
for your participation, your enthusiasm, and your faith. 
 
We begin our season of Advent on November 30 this year.  Advent is something like the last few 
months of a pregnancy.  It is a time of getting ready for something new to happen.  We all know that 
the addition of a baby to a household changes everything. Change isn’t necessarily bad, but it still re-
quires some getting used to.  For a congregation in transition, Advent represents the task of getting 
ready to seek and call a new minister.  While there may be some hope that new leadership will not be 
too disruptive, any new leader, whether clergy or lay, always brings new ideas, directions, and dreams.  
Still, this is what we are working for, and I hope that by this time next year the search process will be 
in its final stages. 
 
This Advent season (as always) we also have the opportunity to deal with the process of preparation in 
theological terms.  The rebirth of The Living Christ in our midst always represents some form of trans-
formation.  We look forward to the coming of Christmas, but remember that rebirth and transformation, 
as wonderful as we hope they are, are just as disruptive as bringing a new baby into the family.  We 
will be changed by the experience. 
 
Our worship from the beginning of Advent until our Epiphany celebration on January 4 will focus on 
the image of “light.”  The scriptures refer to Jesus as “the light of the world” and we will find it to be a 
useful metaphor for our life as a congregation. 
 
I look forward to worshipping with you and I hope you will find this year to be a time of blessing.  I 
consider myself blessed by the opportunity to worship and grow with you. 
 
In preparation for new birth, 
Wayne 
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Description 
 The Second Place East Program is a 24-hour emergency assistance program operated by Catholic Charities. 
It provides services to individuals / families  who have demonstrated a need for services and to individuals / families 
who are experiencing a crisis in meeting their basic needs. According to the need, individuals / families are assisted 
with the following services:  emergency housing, rental assistance, and utility terminations. 
 
Services 
 Clients receive assistance in financial planning and budgeting and aid in locating permanent affordable hous-
ing. With the use of assessment tools and goal planning, clients are referred to appropriate agencies in order to help 
them reach self-sufficiency and prevent repeated need for services. 
 
Funding 
  Funds to operate Second Place East are provided through Chemung County, State and Federal Programs, 
fund raising, grants and donations. 

Background 
 In 2003 Chemung County officials named Catholic Charities of the Southern Tier as the agency to take over the 
operation of all Second Place East programs. Since 1991 Friends of Second Place East have assisted individuals / fami-
lies who require assistance with housing to prevent homelessness. In 2003 the Friends of Second Place East decided it 
would be beneficial to incorporate. In July 2003 the Friends of Second Place East received a Certificate of Incorporation 
under the name Second Place East, Inc. and in October 2003 received 501© (3) status with the IRS. 
 The Board of Directors for Second Place East, Inc. is comprised of individuals who represent several churches 
in Chemung Area. There are fifteen Board Members who are elected to a three year term. The Board of Directors meets 
at Trinity Church on Main Street in Elmira the last Wednesday of the month. 
 
Goals and Projects 
 Based on previous records from Second Place East, the Board of Directors of Second Place East, Inc. deter-
mined there would be a short fall of approximately $20,000 to provide needed rental and utility assistance. Our original 
goal was to raise funds to meet the shortfall. A fund raising appeal was organized and with the help of many Chemung 
County churches and individuals from the community, Second Place East, Inc. was successful in meeting the $20,000 
goal. 
 All donations received go directly to people needing assistance. When there is a need for our funds and clients 
meet the guidelines, Second Place East, Inc. disperses the needed funds directly to landlords or utility companies. 
 The annual appeal for donations to Second Place East, Inc. is held every November. Any church, organization 
or individual who would like to make donations should send a check to: 

Second Place East, Inc. 
304 North Main Street 

Elmira, NY 14901 
Other Projects undertaken by Second Place East, Inc. include: 
◊ Collecting gently used furniture 
◊ Providing Household Starter Kits 
◊ Collecting personal health items such as soap, toothpaste and deodorant 
◊ Collecting food for the shelter 
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